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RECORD OF APPROVAL 
BURLINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 
NOISE COMPATIBILITY PROGRAM
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APPENDIX B NOTICES, BACKGROUND MATERIAL, 
SIGN-IN SHEETS, AND COMMENTS 
RELATED TO PART 150 PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 
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B.1 Material Related to the Initial Public Consultation and the November 7, 
2007 Workshop 

B.1.1 Workshop and Initial Public Consultation Announcement 

The Burlington Free Press – October 9, 2007 
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The Burlington Free Press – October 10, 2007 
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The Other Paper – October 11, 2007 
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The Other Paper – October 18, 2007 
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The Other Paper – November 1, 2007 
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B.1.2 Notices and Distribution 
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Note:  The project summary mentioned above can be found starting on page B-16 of this appendix. 
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B.1.3 November 7, 2007 Workshop 

Sign-In Sheets: 
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Handout - Comment Sheet: 
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Handout – Summary: 
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Handout – Aircraft Noise Description 
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Boards: 
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B.1.4 Written Comments Received During Initial Public Consultation  

Comment 1 – 11/7/07 
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Comment 2 – 11/7/07 
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Comment 3 – 11/7/07 
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Comment 4 – 11/7/07 
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Comment 5 – 11/9/07 
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Comment 5 continued 

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
 

G:\PROJECTS\301321_BTV_NCP\006_Final_NCP\submittal_200804\BTV_NCP_appendix_20080418.doc 
 



Burlington International Airport NCP Update  April 2008 
HMMH Report No. 301321.006                                    page B-32 
 

 

Comment 6 – 11/19/07 
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Comment 7 – 11/20/07 
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Comment 8 – 11/13/07 
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B.2 Material Related to the Public Hearing and the March 25, 2008 Workshop 

B.2.1 Public Workshop, Hearing and Comment Period Announcement 

The Burlington Free Press – March 3, 2008 
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The Burlington Free Press – Purchase Order for February 25 and March 3, 2008 
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The Other Paper – February 25, 2008 
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The Other Paper – March 6, 2008 
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The Other Paper – March 13, 2008 
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B.2.2 Notices and Distribution 
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B.2.3 March 25, 2008 Public Workshop and Public Hearing 

The Public Workshop/Hearing Minutes and sign-in sheets are reproduced in Appendix C. 

Handout – Comment Sheet: 
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Handout – Executive Summary: 
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Handout – 2006 Existing NEM 
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Handout – Aircraft Noise Description: 

 

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
 

G:\PROJECTS\301321_BTV_NCP\006_Final_NCP\submittal_200804\BTV_NCP_appendix_20080418.doc 
 



Burlington International Airport NCP Update  April 2008 
HMMH Report No. 301321.006                                    page B-50 
 

 

 

 

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
 

G:\PROJECTS\301321_BTV_NCP\006_Final_NCP\submittal_200804\BTV_NCP_appendix_20080418.doc 
 



Burlington International Airport NCP Update  April 2008 
HMMH Report No. 301321.006                                    page B-51 
 

 

Boards: 
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B.2.4 Written Comments Received 

Comment 1 – 3/25/08 
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Comment 2 – 3/27/08 
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Comment 3 – 3/25/08 
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Comment 4 – 3/25/08 
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Comment 5 – 3/20/08 

 

From: richard.doucette@faa.gov 

Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 17:10 

To: RMcEwing@btv.aero 

Cc: GTParis@campbell-paris.com; David A. Crandall 

Subject: BTV NCP Update 

 

 

I have completed my review of the draft Noise Compatibility Plan (NCP) Update.  The document 
appears to adequately address all the necessary issues.  To facilitate review by other FAA Lines of 
Business, I have forwarded my copy to our Legal Dept and discussed the project with Attorney John 
Donnelly.  His concurrence is required, along with our Division Manager's signature, for final FAA 
approval of the NCP. 

 

I will have the Federal Register Notice ready next week, so that it can be posted in the Register as 
soon as the final document is submitted, after the public hearing next week.  I anticipate a 45 day 
public comment period from the date of submission of the Federal Register Notice.  This is shorter 
than the standard 60 day comment period.  I have confirmed with Washington that there is no 
regulatory requirement for a specific length of the comment period.  We expect no public comment 
through the Federal Register, as this is a very minor change to the NCP and the deadline for an 

FY08 noise abatement grant is very tight, a shorter timeframe is appropriate. 

 

Assuming little or no public comment, this would put us on track for an FAA approval by the first 
week of June.  This should make BTV eligible for an 

FY08 grant for noise-related land acquisition.  As always, all other grant requirements are met, 
including submission of completed grant applications by May 1. 

 

Richard Doucette 

FAA New England Region 
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Comment 6 and Associated Response – 3/21/08 

 

From: Robert McEwing [rmcewing@btv.aero] 

Sent: Friday, March 21, 2008 11:50 

To: Colin Ryan 

Cc: Brian Searles; GTParis@campbell-paris.com; David A. Crandall 

Subject: Re: Fwd: quick question for The Other Paper 

 

Colin:  14 CFR Part 150 "Airport Noise Compatibility Planning" sets forth standards for airport 
operators to use in documenting noise exposure around the airport.  It also defines the process an 
airport must follow in developing and obtaining FAA aproval of programs to reduce or eliminate 
incompatibilities between aircraft noise and surrounding land uses.  Part 150 further provides 
specific standards and systems for measuring noise, estimating cumulative noise exposusre, 
dewveloping  Noise Exposure Maps, coordinating the development of a Noise Compatibility 
Program, and the review and approval process. 

 

The first Noise Compatability Program (NCP) was developed by the Airport and approved in 1990. 
It recommended the voluntary purchase of property adjacent to the airport that was in the 70 DNL 
noise level and above (DNL is an average day-night measure of noise).  In 2007, the Airport 
completed an update of the  Noise Exposure Maps and we are currently in the process of updating 
the Noise Compatability Program.  

One purpose is to allow people who are in the 65 DNL noise level and above to be included in a land 
acquisition program if they desire.  

Remember, this is a voluntary program.  We're just providing the opportunity to sell.  So, the update 
of the NCP is what the workshop and 

hearing is about on Tuesday, March 25.   A  copy of the draft NCP update 

is available at the Airport and I could loan you a copy if you desire.  

Go to the Administration Office on the second floor and ask for me or for a copy of the draft 
document.  A copy is also available for review at the So. Burlington Planning Office. 

   

I hope this isn't too much of an answer to your one, or was it four, questions.  If you have other 
questions, let me know. 

 

By the way.  Colin and Ryan.  Are you Scottish or Irish? 
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Robert McEwing 

Director, Planing & Development 

Burlington International Airport 

1200 Airport Drive #1 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 

802-863-2874 

802-863-7947 (fax) 

 

 

>>> "Colin Ryan" <crossingstreets@gmail.com> 3/21/2008 9:28:43 AM >>> 

Bob, 

In light of Brian's out-of-office message, I'm forwarding this question to you - perhaps you can shed 
some light on it? 

 

Thanks. 

-Colin 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

 

Hi Brian, 

My name is Colin, and I write for South Burlington's The Other Paper. 

 

I have a question about the airport purchases of neighboring homes that Chuck Hafter suggested I 
put to you: 

 

What determines that 65 decibels is the noise maximum for a neighboring residence?  It's a federal 
FAA rule, right?  If so, what is the name of it? 

And is 65 decibels the correct maximum? 
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Hey, that's actually four questions. 

 

Thanks for your time. 

-Colin 

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
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Comment 7 and Associated Response – 3/24/08 

From: Robert McEwing [rmcewing@btv.aero] 

Sent: Monday, March 24, 2008 13:31 

To: Eugene Palombo 

Cc: Brian Searles; GTParis@campbell-paris.com; David A. Crandall 

Subject: Re: Part 150 Update, Burlington International Airport - 

March25, 2008 

 

Thank you for your email.  We will use this as input into the comments.  

While we are purchasing homes in the 65dnl noise level and above in areas adjacent to the airport we 
hope to create green areas and shrub plantings adjacent to the housing areas to act as a noise buffer.  
I hear what you are saying about noise barriers and we are talking about that possibility; but I must 
express my feelings that  I personally think they are offensive and create an unsightly division 
between areas that might work good for adjacent road noise but won't help much with the noise of 
departing aircraft.  Anyhow, thats my 2 cents worth. 

 

Again, thanks for the comments. 

 

Bob McEwing  

 

>>> "Eugene Palombo" <genepalombo@gmail.com> 3/24/2008 9:42:30 AM >>> 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

I was very interested in, and planning on, attending tomorrow night's meeting, but have been called 
away on business. 

I appreciate the availability and openness of the Airport and the City of South Burlington to discuss 
this important neighborhood issue. 

 

I also appreciate very much the the service that BTV provides to me and this community. I travel on 
business about every 6 to 8 weeks, and the presence and proximity of the airport makes living in this 
community, with it's good schools and natural beauty, not only possible but very convenient. 
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So I'm curious... 

 

Have Airport Noise Barriers such as 

(http://www.acoustax.com/airport.html), 

been considered as an alternative to tearing down homes? 

 

At the 2/19 City Council meeting, held in Chamberlin School, and from the all material I've read, 
I've not heard this even suggested. 

Would they not serve to shrink, or redirect, the 65 DB zone? I think they could be especially useful 
at the North and South end gates to mitigate taxi/idle noise. 

Tearing down homes, as the only option, seems to me like a "scorched earth policy" 

Can the 3 Million dollars per year, slated for home destruction, be used for this type purpose? 

 

One last question. Is this email an acceptable method of entering comments that will be submitted to 
the FAA? 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gene Palombo 

34 Myers Court 

South Burlington, VT 05403

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
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Comment 8 – 3/28/08 (sent as two separate emails) 

From: rchasse [rchasse@surfglobal.net] 

Sent: Friday, March 28, 2008 09:15 

To: rmcewing@btv.aero 

Subject: 15 n. henry court 

 

Read the media coverage on the informational meeting.  Raised some questions in my mind.  Own 
property at 15 n. henry court that is goning on the market this July after 35 years...not exactly 
flipping the house.  So here are my points:  

 

  The term 'fair market value' is relative to the time of purchase.  The very exsistence of the 
acquistion program has already affected the market   

 

  even more so when an adjoining property is sold.   

From: rchasse [rchasse@surfglobal.net] 

Sent: Friday, March 28, 2008 09:42 

To: rmcewing@btv.aero 

Subject: part2 15 n. henry ct. 

 

   oops. hit 'send' on part one accidently.  

 

    Market value cont'd: The ideal would be to purchase all the properties at once, which is not 
possible, or to establish some reference point so that the last acquistions aren't penalized for being 
last.  

 

    'Noise compatible use of the aquistions' around every other airport I've seen is commercial space, 
in particular, warehousing.  Alhtough the city planners are voicing concerns about neighborhood 
stability I'm sure the loss of property income base is going to be the ultimate concern and they will 
embrace the switch to commercial zoning as a solution.  (follow the money).  That will also affect 
market values...another reason to establish some reference point on market value so the last are 
protected.  

 

    The planners getting involved is foreboding.. the word 'circ' comes to mind.  

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
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  Those were my thoughts on reading of your meeting.  I guess this is also a notice of the upcoming 
marketing of our property so we can be added to the list of people crying "buy mine".  Thanks for the 
time  

 

                Richard Chasse. 
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Comment 9 – 4/4/08 

From: Margaret Palombo [margaretpalombo@gmail.com] 

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 09:13 

To: rmcewing@btv.aero 

Subject: comment to airport and FAA 

 

Hello, My name is Margaret Palombo and I wish to give my comments and suggestions to the 
Burlington International Airport and the FAA. 

I'm glad that the airport is expanding and realize its benefit to South Burlington.  I am one of the 
residents in the neighborhood near the airport, and my home is out of the decibal range for selling.  I 
STRONGLY request that the airport and FAA do everything within their power to reduce noise 
(sound barriers, whatever technology is 

available) which will continue to affect the neighboring community.  I love where I live and I hope 
the airport plans to enhance the surrounding area rather than affect it negatively.  Please consider 
uses for the land you will be purchasing which will add to the positive qualities of this unique, 
established South Burlington area. 

I and many of my neighbors are hoping to see a revival in the area with incoming young families, the 
proposed city center within walking distance, along with the route 2 corrider improvments that are 
being discussed.  We see this area of S.B. as a "diamond in the rough" and hope to see it blossom as 
a unique "in town", community.  Please be sure the airport is a part of this plan for improvment.  
Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Palombo 

 HARRIS MILLER MILLER & HANSON INC.
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Comment 10 – 3/14/08 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: FICK, DOUGLAS E [mailto:douglas.fick@vtburl.ang.af.mil] 
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2008 9:56 AM 
To: 'bsearles@btv.aero' 
Subject: Burlington Free Press Article 
 
Hi Brian, 
 
The Free Press article mentioned 'less noise' from our new F-16's.  I 
wasn't sure if that comment was made from your level or if it was a derivative 
from what I'd said last Wednesday during an interview (I mentioned that it 
was quieter on the ramp due to the inlet configuration, but airborne would 
be the same). 
 
I just wanted to make sure that everyone understood; realistically 
there is no difference between block 25's and block 30's with regard to noise 
impact. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Col Doug "Merlin" Fick 
158th Fighter Wing Commander 
Vermont Air National Guard 
douglas.fick@vtburl.ang.af.mil 
DSN 220-5215/5212 
COMM (802) 660-5215/5212 
 
Classification:  UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
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Comment 11 and associated response – 3/13/08 
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Comment 12 and associated response – 3/4/08 
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Comment 13 – 4/01/08 
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Comment 14 – 4/14/08 

From: Charles Hafter [chafter@sburl.com] 

Sent: Monday, April 14, 2008 13:35 

To: Brian Searles 

Subject: City of SB comments on NCP Update 

Attachments: Airport comments NCP.doc; Header 

 

Dear Brian: Attached are the comments from the City of South Burlington regarding the draft Noise 
Compatibility Program Update.   

A hard copy will follow.  We need to get together asap to discuss the study proposed and the role of 
the City in such a study. 

 

Chuck Hafter 

 

 

[contents of the attachment “Airport Comments NCP.doc” are reproduced on the following pages; 
The contents of “Header” contained email transmittal information and that file is not reproduced] 
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This draft scope of for an "Airport Neighborhood Land Use Plan", dated March 31, 2008, was 
provided by the City of South Burlington to the Airport. 
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APPENDIX C MINUTES OF THE MARCH 25, 2008 PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP AND HEARING 

 

 

The minutes of the March 25, 2008 Public Workshop and Hearing were prepared by Marianne 
Riordan, Professional Writing Services, Williston, VT  05495.  Sign-in sheets, additional formatting, 
and name corrections were done by Harris Miller Miller & Hanson Inc. 
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Burlington International Airport (BTV) 
Part 150 Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) Update Study 

Minutes from Public Hearing and Workshop 
March 25, 2008 

 
BTV ADMINISTRATION: Brian Searles, Director of Aviation 
    Robert McEwing, Director of Planning & Development 
CONSULTANTS: George T. Paris, President, Campbell and Paris Engineers 

Ted Baldwin, Senior Vice President, HMMH 
    David Crandall, Project Manager, HMMH 
     James Ferguson III, Consultant, HMMH 
     
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: 
 Sign in sheet is attached 

  
 
 
 
 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
The public hearing was opened at 7 p.m. Brian Searles, Robert McEwing, and David 
Crandall gave a brief update on the results of the 1989 Noise Compatibility Program 
(NCP) which included a change in landing/take off patterns, the addition of a parallel 
taxiway for aircraft, and acquiring properties impacted by noise (within the 70 decibel 
contour and above) on a voluntary basis.  The update of the NCP study will allow 
acquisition of properties impacted by noise to the 65 DNL (day/night average sound 
level) contour using funding from the FAA Noise Discretionary Fund. There are no 
arbitrary noise lines to break up neighborhoods. The boundary line has been adjusted 
(“humanized”) to better follow streets/neighborhoods. Properties within the 70 decibel 
DNL will have the highest priority for acquisition followed by properties in the 
‘humanized’ boundary to the 65 decibel DNL. Properties abutting airport owned land will 
be given preference for acquisition. Noise barriers were not carried forward in the current 
NCP update. It was found the barriers are effective within the first 100’, but not out to the 
second, third, and fourth lot deep. Also, houses that benefited from the barriers would be 
considered noise mitigated and would not be eligible for the acquisition program. There 
will be discussion and decisions on barriers, shielding, and vegetation to maintain 
neighborhood boundaries as part of the land re-use program. 
 
QUESTIONS & COMMENTS FROM ATTENDEES AT THE PUBLIC HEARING 
Is there a link to the study on the web? 
Copies of the study are available at the City of South Burlington Planning Office, 
Chittenden County Regional Planning, and the CCMPO. BTV staff will establish a link 
to the study from the airport’s webpage. 
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Comments from Julie Beth Hinds, South Burlington Planner, regarding the dashed 
boundary line shown on the map. 
Julie Beth Hinds stressed the dashed red boundary line is a suggested noise boundary line 
by the City of South Burlington. The purpose of the line is as a starting point for 
discussion. South Burlington Planning Commission is very concerned about the impact 
on the character and quality of the neighborhood if the noise contour is expanded (i.e. 
how far back with the acquisition of houses before there is an impact on the 
neighborhood). 
 
What is the number of residences not acquired within the dotted red line? 
Approximately 79 properties. 
 
What is the time frame for acquiring properties? 
That depends. If eight properties per year are acquired, then it will take 10 years to 
complete the acquisition of the properties within the DNL contour. 
 
How is the noise level to be known in 2011? 
The airport plan and Air Guard plan are used as guides. There is not a significant 
difference in the noise level as noted in the study done in 1997 and the study done in 
2006. Noise level depends on the number of aircraft and the type of aircraft. 
 
Is a house within the 65 contour but outside the ‘humanized’ boundary eligible for the 
program? 
Effort was made not to divide neighborhoods, but to keep them intact. All properties at 
the 65 line and above are eligible. BTV will make a determination on acquiring a 
property and what is not going to be included. Residents have a say and can express their 
opinion. BTV will listen and then make a decision. BTV will make every effort to 
accommodate the property owner. 
 
 Is aircraft expected to be quieter than the planes today? 
The original plan was adopted at 70 decibel contour and above, but there were no funds 
to acquire properties within the 65 contour line.  BTV is trying to meet the federal 
standard of 65 contour and above. This has been in effect since 1990. There will be 
quieter aircraft and engines, but more activity at the airport. It is a growing airport. 
 
Will the value of my house go up or down? Will the value of my house be enhanced if it is 
located outside of the red dashed line? 
The value of your house is market driven. 
 
When I go to sell my house and the airport is there making noise will it impact the sale? 
Is the airport driving the market down? 
People are buying houses in the neighborhood area all the time. BTV is paying a good 
price for acquired properties. The airport is not driving the value down. 
 
Do I have to sell my house? If I do want to sell, but the program is booked until Year 
2011 then what? 
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You do not have to sell your house (participation in the program is voluntary). BTV will 
look at priorities each year and try to accommodate participants. If the program is booked 
until 2011, then the next property would be included in the 2012 program. BTV is trying 
to present an opportunity to residents. The road project (road to be installed) does not 
impact the program. 
 
Comment about the Air Guard planes making lots of noise compared to commercial 
aircraft. 
Col. Doug Fisk explained the Air Guard is in the process of changing over planes. The 
new planes will still be F-16s. Ground noise is expected to be unchanged. The Guard flies 
4,000 flight hours per year. This may increase up to 15% if pilots are added. The current 
situation is not expected to change for the next 10 years. 
 
Comment about the use of after burners. 
Col. Fisk explained the use of after burners is part of the pilot’s training. From May to 
October pilots can make one low approach per flight to the airport. In the winter months 
more low approaches are allowed. 
 
Comment about circling to burn off fuel. 
Col. Fisk explained pilots would only be circling over the airfield to burn fuel if there is a 
safety issue involved, otherwise the planes fly over the lake. It is rare to have after 
burners on over the field. The Air Guard is very aware of the noise. Members live in the 
community. 
 
Comment about windows rattling from the noise, grandson covering his ears inside the 
house due to the loud noise. 
Col. Fisk stated the Air Guard recognizes there is an impact and tries to mitigate the noise 
the best it can. 
 
Regarding re-use of property, will the properties be changed to commercial use? 
No.  There will be a re-use plan which will include berms, barriers, plantings, possibly 
making a park. BTV will work with South Burlington Planning Office on a re-use plan. 
 
Will the properties that are acquired be available for rental? 
No. The properties cannot be used as residences if purchased with FAA funding because 
the acquisition was to mitigate noise exposure to the houses. 
 
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS AT THE WORKSHOP 
Darling, 10 Marilyn Street and 385 & 405 White Street, South Burlington 
Mr. and Mrs. Darling asked about the contour line noting if they sell their properties the 
entire block is acquired. The consultants advised the airport may not have been fully 
aware of the ownership issues when the line was set, but it is probable the line could be 
moved to make sense. The line is just an opinion of BTV and South Burlington planners. 
Mr. Darling said he will contact Bob McEwing to discuss the matter. Mr. Darling also 
said he is tired of hearing the F-16s. The Darlings have lived in their current house since 
1976 and have lived in the area nearly all their lives, witnessing the airport at start up, 
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being built. Commercial jets are not a bother. Mrs. Darling said the airport took her 
father’s land by eminent domain for the runways. 
 
A woman asked about the possibility of BTV purchasing her house in five years. 
The consultants advised the question should be asked of BTV directly, but there is a good 
chance BTV could work the property into the program. 
 
A gentleman interjected it will take 10 years to acquire the properties. 
The consultants clarified the study is showing where the noise exposure from the airport 
is expected to be located. The airport is not looking to aggressively reach that line. For 
those residents within the contour line who want to sell their property, the airport is 
willing to talk to you. 
 
A woman asked what happens if all the houses on Dumont Street are sold and purchased 
by the airport, but one person does not want to sell for 20 years. 
The consultants advised that would be the property owner’s prerogative. If the rest of the 
houses are sold and there is only one lot left, the owner may want to sell. Eminent 
domain will not be used in this program. If there is another program and the land is in a 
different class, then that could change the acquisition. 
 
James and Lucy Kirk, 12 Picard Circle, South Burlington 
James Kirk stated for the record that they are looking for an offer from the airport. 
Speaking for the rest of the residents on Picard Circle, Mr. Kirk said the feeling is the 
same.  Mr. Kirk said they addressed the South Burlington City Council and told them 
they do not want them to block or delay this. We want to move on with our lives and are 
in limbo. We could not put our house on the market and expect to sell, said Mr. Kirk. 
 
There were no further comments. The public hearing/workshop concluded at 8:40 p.m. 
 
RScty:MERiordan 
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